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Wu Zhi Qiao trip reflection

Jinwook JANG (South Korea), Year 3, School of Architecture, CUHK

Truth be told, prior to participate this trip, although | did
somehow hear about the existence of “wu zhi giao” project, |
didn’t have any knowledge and its importance.

After this trip, personally | hugely impressed with the project
itself and the underlying meaning. During the work, mainly
re-paint the bridge and tighten loose bolts, | was able to
observe majority of local people in village including from very
small kids to seniors, are utilizing and it seems like they enjoy
crossing that bridge. A local resident said that without this
bridge, they have to walk about 20 minutes to cross a 3
meters-width river. Honestly speaking 6 days of work is
nothing for me, however, the meaning of this 6 days of work might be different from what people
in village would be got. | was glad and proud when | imagined how the re-painted bridge would
effect on people’s lives.

As a kid who spent most of time in urban city, | didn’t really understand the situation of rural
villages. In fact, maybe | just wanted to not pay attention to their living condition.

When | was a little child, and my grandparents were still alive, | had regularly visited my
grandparent’s place at least once a year. Nevertheless, after my grandparents passed away, |
rarely go to those rural village and the experience was happened more than 10 years ago. The
situations of village in Korea is indeed quite different from villages in China. In Korea, no matter
what kind of village you go, we will still be able to get hot water in every houses and modern
style toilet. Yet, in China, according to the trip, | discovered that it quite different from Korea,
most of houses don’t get enough hot water to have shower and they only have traditional toilet
which you can see swarming maggots. In a word, in rural village, Mainland, China, people are in
poor living condition and | am a selfish kid who don’t even give my eyes on their lives.

As a student who studying architecture, we learnt that we should have a responsibility to the
society. It is true that we all recognized that importance of social responsibility from lessons, yet
it is quite difficult to understand real responsibility until we actually go through their lives.
Although this trip was only 6 days, | learnt somewhat responsibility of architect. It was a great
opportunity for me to learn something, i.e. responsibility, out of classroom, and to understand a
real life style in rural area. If there is another trip in future that relating to contribute to
community, | am willing to participate and show my responsibility to the society and volunteering
spirit.
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